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KJsSPoNSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

REMARKS 

The Office Action of January 13, 2003 has been reviewed and its contents carefully 
noted. Reconsideration of this case is earnestly requested. Claims 1-15 remain in this case. 

The Restriction Requiremeut 

The Examiner has made a Supplemental Restriction Requirement, stating that "Gi-oup I 
claims are hereby restricted to polynucleotides of the group SEQ ID NO: 1-5, of the group (a)- 
(e). AppUcant needs to elect one of these SEQ ID Nos. for further prosecution." The nature and 
legal basis of the Restriction Requirement are not clear, however, the Examiner appears to 
require an election of one of the species encompassed by the Markush group of Applicant's claim 
15. More particularly, the Examiner apparently requires Applicant to elect one of the sequences 
of claim 15. 



The requirement for restriction and/or election, as best understood, is respectfully 
traversed. However, in the interest of moving prosecution forward and to avoid abandonment of 
the application, Applicant hereby elects SEQ ID No: 4 for search and examinaUon. 

The MPEP states the following with regard to stating a prima facie case of restriction 
between patentably distinct inventions: 
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